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Sam Flores a great deal of gratitude for his
work to build a new Seguin Post Office, estab-
lish the Health Unit Project, and provide the
leadership needed to complete the Walnut
Creek Flood project.

Sam Flores led the fight against discrimina-
tion. In the Sixties he helped form the Seguin
Biracial Committee, which successfully worked
to end discrimination in public places. He also
helped to end segregation in the Seguin Inde-
pendent School District. Beyond merely end-
ing discrimination, Flores worked to expand
cultural understanding. Today, for example,
because of his dedication, Texas Lutheran
University now has Mexican American Studies
program for the benefit of our students.

The contributions made by Sam Flores to
the City of Seguin are felt not only by those
in direct contact with him, but by all the con-
tributions made by the people he touched. His
tremendous work and accomplishments is in-
spiring. His example of sincere dedication to
others is a blueprint for all of us to follow.
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Mr. SAWYER. Mr. Speaker, William H.
Ayres represented the 14th Congressional
District of Ohio in the U.S. House of Rep-
resentatives for 20 years. Congressman
Ayres, who died on December 27, defined his
political philosophy with typical succinctness.
He said, ‘‘Most of the fellows today are issue-
oriented. They’re trying to save the world,
while I was trying to save a paycheck.’’

A direct statement—modest, self-effacing,
and misleading. Bill Ayres did much more than
‘‘save paychecks.’’

Congressman Ayres was the son of a Meth-
odist minister and a missionary nurse. Before
serving in the Army, he worked as a salesman
for a heating equipment company. After the
Second World War, he started his own com-
pany selling gas furnaces. His priorities were
made evident when he hired 15 men—all
World War II veterans—to work for him.

Bill Ayres also showed his independent
streak by challenging restrictions on heating
contractors. That crusade ended in victory in
the Ohio Supreme Court.

Those two characteristics—fierce independ-
ence and loyalty to veterans—marked his pub-
lic service, especially in the House of Rep-
resentatives. Committed to constituent service,
Bill Ayres was an energetic and innovative
campaigner, who was re-elected nine times,
including the 1964 landslide for Lyndon John-
son.

His daughter, Virginia, touched on those
tireless efforts as she recalled, ‘‘Every week-
end, he was at the Polish picnic and the Hun-
garian picnic and the Kiwanis. Those are my
memories of childhood.’’

After leaving the House, Bill Ayres contin-
ued his dedicated work for veterans, running
the Jobs for Veterans program in the Depart-
ment of Labor under President Nixon.

Bill Ayres had as a campaign slogan,
‘‘Ayres Cares.’’ His approach to work, to peo-
ple, and to life, proved clearly that it was no
empty slogan, but an apt description of the
man, and his model for public service.

Congressman Ayres now rests in Arlington
National Cemetery, among the men and
women he supported and served. It is a fitting
resting place for a tireless fighter for his fellow
veterans, for a true public servant.
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Mr. BORSKI. Mr. Speaker, today I recognize
an important milestone in Polish-American his-
tory, the 25th anniversary of the opening of
the Kosciuszko House in historic Philadelphia.
The house, at 3rd and Pine Streets, serves as
a National Historic Site and a National Memo-
rial to American Revolutionary War hero and
Polish freedom fighter, General Thaddeus
Kosciuszko.

In the mid-1960s, Edward Pinkowski, a
Philadelphia historian, after hours of research,
discovered that the house was Kosciuszko’s
home during the Revolutionary War. In Octo-
ber 1967, the Pennsylvania Historical Com-
mission officially recognized the residence of
Kosciuszko by placing a marker on the build-
ing and designating it as a historic site. Be-
tween 1967 and 1970, Polish American Con-
gress Eastern Pennsylvania District President
Henry Wyszynski, coordinated a national cam-
paign among Polish American Congress state
divisions to designate the Kosciuszko House
as a National Memorial. In 1970, philanthropist
Edward Piszek joined the effort by purchasing
the building and successfully helping to per-
suade the 91st Congress to introduce legisla-
tion establishing the Thaddeus Kosciuszko
Home as a National Historic Site.

In October 1972, after a long, well-orga-
nized national campaign, a federal law was
passed for the nation to accept the house
from Mr. Piszek as a gift. At that time, the
government appropriated $592,000 to develop
the site as a National Memorial Site to be ad-
ministered by the National Park Service of the
U.S. Department of the Interior.

After three years of historical restoration
work was completed, the adjoining house was
purchased by Mr. Piszek and donated to the
U.S. Government to provide space to accom-
modate tourist.

On February 4, 1976—the 230th anniver-
sary of Thaddeus Kosciuszko’s birth—the
Kosciuszko House was open to the public and
became an official site of the United States
National Park Service.

Mr. Speaker, since its opening 25 years
ago, the Kosciuszko House has been open to
thousands of people who have gained a valu-
able insight into the role this Polish freedom
fighter played in America’s fight for freedom. It
stands along with Independence Hall and the
Liberty Bell as a stirring symbol of Philadel-
phia’s honored role as the birthplace of Amer-
ica.

Since 1967, the Polish American Congress
has sponsored a tribute ceremony to honor
Kosciuszko on the first Saturday of February
so all people can pay tribute to this Revolu-
tionary War hero.

This year, on the 25th anniversary of the
Kosciuszko House and the 255th anniversary

of Kosciuszko’s birth, I am proud to recognize
the dedication of proud Polish Americans
whose efforts led to the preservation of this
important historic treasure as a National His-
toric Site.
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Mr. RAHALL. Mr. Speaker, today I am intro-
ducing the ‘‘Abandoned Mine Lands Reclama-
tion Reform Act of 2001’’ in recognition of the
pressing need to make continued progress in
restoring the environment in coalfield commu-
nities throughout the Nation.

Originally authorized as part of the landmark
Surface Mining Control and Reclamation Act
of 1977, to date over $1.7 billion has been ap-
propriated under the Abandoned Mine Rec-
lamation Program to restore lands and waters
adversely affected by past coal mining prac-
tices. These restoration projects normally in-
volve threats to the public health and safety
from dangerous highwalls, subsidence, refuse
piles and open mine portals. They also include
the construction of new water supply systems
to coalfield communities where water supplies
have been contaminated by past coal mining
practices. Over the years, other amounts have
been appropriated under the program for
emergency coal reclamation projects, the
Rural Abandoned Mine Program, the Small
Operators Assistance Program, certain non-
coal mining reclamation projects and the ad-
ministration of the program for a total $4 billion
in appropriations.

The primary delivery mechanism for these
funds is through annual grants made through
the annual appropriations process to 26 eligi-
ble States and Indian tribes. This effort is aug-
mented by funds expended by the Interior De-
partment’s Office of Surface Mining (OSM) in
States and tribes without approved reclama-
tion programs. By most accounts, this effort
has been a success achieving far more in real
on-the-ground environmental restoration than
programs such as the Superfund.

Yet, the mission of this program has not yet
fully been accomplished which is the reason
for the legislation I am introducing today. As it
stands, there currently exists about $2.5 billion
worth of high priority human health and safety
threatening abandoned coal mine reclamation
costs in this country. There are other costs as
well, associated with lower priority abandoned
coal mine sites. The fundamental purpose of
the ‘‘Abandoned Mine Lands Reclamation Re-
form Act of 2001’’ is to raise sufficient reve-
nues which, when coupled with the unappro-
priated balance in the Abandoned Mine Rec-
lamation Fund and the reforms proposed by
the legislation, to finance the reclamation of
the remaining $2.5 billion inventory of high pri-
ority coal reclamation sites and draw this effort
to a successful conclusion.

In this regard, it is essential to note that this
program is not financed by the general tax-
payer but rather through a fee assessed on
every ton of coal mined. The unreclaimed coal
sites eligible for expenditures under the pro-
gram were primarily abandoned prior to the
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